An Open Letter to Congress
about the Tongass National Forest Recreation Program
from Tourism Businesses and Industry Supporters

May 21, 2015

We are owners, operators, and supporters of southeast Alaska’s tourism and recreation industry.
As you consider and decide on how to appropriate taxpayer dollars, we ask you to make a smart
and prudent investment in southeast Alaska by prioritizing funding for the Forest Service’s
recreation program, trails, and facilities. In particular we are deeply concerned about the years of
declining investment for this important program in the Tongass, our nation’s largest national
forest. This is a trend which is in stark contrast to our industry’s importance in the local economy.

The visitor services industry is southeast Alaska’s largest private sector employer and one of the
fastest growing sectors of the economy. Yet in the past 6 years, federal investment in the Tongass
recreation program has declined by an estimated 42 percent, a significantly steeper percentage of
funding cuts than what has occurred in USFS recreation program funding levels nationwide.
Notably, the Forest Service’s allocation of appropriated funding for the Tongass recreation
expenditures is less than 10 percent of the Tongass’ overall budget. By comparison the visitor
industry is the agency’s largest revenue producer generating, on average, approximately 50
percent of Tongass National Forest’s annual revenue through fees collected from commercial
outfitter and guide operations, visitor centers, and other recreation facilities. This return on
investment could be maximized rather than undermined by enhanced appropriated support for the
Tongass recreation program.

Instead an overall downward trend of investment in the past 5 years is eroding the Tongass
recreation program and infrastructure. Last year, the Forest Service’s Alaska Region reported that
with current levels of appropriated funding they will not be able to sustain delivery of the
Tongass’ recreation program or maintain the recreation and trail infrastructure currently in place.

More than a million visitors will travel to southeast Alaska this year drawn by our region’s unique
communities, scenic beauty, rich natural resources, and the diverse opportunities for sight-seeing,
recreation, hunting and fishing, and adventure. The world-class services and experiences we
provide to this influx of visitors is an economic engine directly linked to the Forest Service’s
effective and sustainable management of its recreation programs and resources. Nearly 80 percent
of the land in southeast Alaska is within the Tongass. The Tongass contains top tourist
destinations such as Mendenhall Glacier Recreation Area, Misty Fiords National Monument, and
Tracy Arm/Fords Terror Wilderness Area; wildlife and bear viewing sites including Anan Creek,
Polk Inlet, Pack Creek, and Margaret Creek; thousands of miles of freshwater streams and
millions of acres of backcountry landscapes available for fishing, hunting, and nature-based
tourism; and a vast network of community- based and remote hiking trails, cabins and
campgrounds.



Just as we must depend upon the Tongass, the region’s economy depends upon the tourism and
recreation industry. Tom Tidwell, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service, has testified that nationwide
recreation “provides more economic activity and supports more jobs than all other activities on
our national forests put together.” This holds true in southeast Alaska where the tourism industry
makes significant economic contributions including 10,800 jobs, $1.09 billion annually in visitor
spending, and $405 million in annual labor income. According to the Alaska State Department of
Labor’s forecast of economic trends, the tourism industry will continue to grow in 2015.

We represent the communities, businesses, families, and individuals behind the statistics and
budget numbers. Thank you for your consideration and action on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Gin Anderson
Alaska Zipline Adventures
Juneau, AK

Blain and Monique Anderson
Sound Sailing
Sitka, AK

Bill and Shannon Bailey
Pacific Catalyst I1, Inc.
Friday Harbor, WA

Kara Berg
Glacier Bay Sea Kayaks
Gustavus, AK

Dan Blanchard
Un-Cruise Adventures
Juneau, AK

Erik Boraas
Trail Mix, Inc.
Juneau, AK

Tina Brown

Alaska Wildlife Alliance - State
Organization

Anchorage, AK

Randy Burke
Bluewater Adventures
North VVancouver, BC

Liz Cabera
Petersburg Economic
Development Council
Petersburg, AK

Marc Cappelletti
Lindblad Expeditions
New York, NY

James and Nicole Church
Black Bear Inn
Ketchikan, AK

Paul Davis
Gallant Adventures
Sitka, AK

Kirby Day
Princess Cruises
Juneau, AK

Russell Dick

CEO

Alaska Dream Cruises
Sitka, AK

John Dunlap

Vice President

Allen Marine Tours
Sitka and Juneau, AK

John Dunlap

Owner

Sitka Sound Adventures
Sitka, AK

Richard Edwards
Peak Adventure Travel

Thom Ely
Sockeye Cycle Company
Haines, AK

Dru Fenster
Spectrum Communications
Juneau, AK

Scott Harris
Latitude Adventures, LLC
Sitka, AK

Tuck Harry
Fishing Bear Charters
Tenakee Springs, AK

Brian Holst

Juneau Economic Development
Council

Juneau, AK

Shona Hosley
Island Wings
Ketchikan, AK

Robert Janes
Gastineau Guiding Company
Juneau, AK

Francis and Linda Kadrlik
Alaska Charter Boats, LLC
Juneau, AK

Tristan Knutson-Lombardo
Southeast Alaska Independent
Living

Juneau, AK

Tory Korn

Spirit of Alaska Tours
Ketchikan, AK
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Darren Lamp
Hollis Adventure Rentals
Hollis, AK

Ken Leghorn
Pack Creek Bear Tours
Juneau, AK

Dave and JoAnn Lesh
Gustavus Inn at Glacier Bay
Gustavus, AK

Dan Liden
Snow Goose
Bellingham, WA

Davey Lubin
Esther G Sea Tours and Taxi
Sitka, AK

Craig McCormick
McCormick Charters
Skagway, AK

Hunter Mclintosh
The Boat Company
Poulsbo, WA

Mike McKimens
Outer Coast Adventures, LLC
Craig, AK

Neil Nickerson
Blue Nose Surf, LLC
Douglas, AK

Pat O'Brien

Alaska Wildlife Alliance -
Southeast Chapter
Juneau, AK

Floyd and Marjorie Peterson
F.I.S.HE.S
Hoonah, AK

Dale Pihlman (former owner)
Alaska Coastal Quest
Ketchikan, AK

Carl Ramseth
Fortress of the Bears, LLC
Juneau, AK

Rachel Roy (Yakw-tsaa)
Sitka Tribe of Alaska (dba
Tribal Tours)

Sitka, AK

Todd Smith
AdventureSmith Explorations
Tahoe City, CA

Jeffrey and Christine Smith
Northwest Navigation
Company

Bellingham, WA

Mike Stedman
Alaska Seaplanes
Juneau, AK

John Swanson
All Aboard Yacht Charters
Union, WA

Mike and Sally Trotter
Baranof Wilderness Lodge and
Beyond Boundaries
Expeditions

Sitka, AK

Stephen Van Derhoff
Spirit Walker Expeditions
Gustavus, AK

Deb Woodruff
Blue Heron B&B
Gustavus, AK

Bob Wostman
Southeast Charters, Inc.
Juneau, AK

For more information, please contact the Southeast Alaska Visitor Products Cluster

Working Group (VP-CWG) c/o:

Laurie Cooper, VP-CWG Outreach and Engagement Initiative

Director, Recreation and Tourism Industry Relations — Trout Unlimited, Alaska Program
419 6™ Street, Suite 230, Juneau, AK 99801

Icooper@tu.org, (907) 321-3207
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